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Our company has strong roots: Joh. Friedrich Behrens AG 
has been writing its success story in fastening technology 
for over 100 years. We, the Fischer-Zernin family, as the 
majority shareholders will ensure with a long term  
corporate strategy that the success story of the BeA and 
KMR brands continues. We are a globally active group of 
companies, though we still think and act like a family  
business. Flat hierarchies and short decision paths  
characterise our way of working.
We actively shape change, invest in innovative products 
and services, in state of the art production and logistics  
facilities and above all in qualified and highly motivated  

employees. Our aim is to continue to be the first point of con-
tact for industry and craftmanship in fastening technology 
with our experience and problem solving expertise. Whate-
ver challenges fastening technology may show up, we will 
offer a future oriented solution – worldwide.

Tobias Fischer-Zernin
Chairman of the Board of Joh. Friedrich Behrens AG

Welcome
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Active throughout the world – at home in Ahrensburg

Day by day millions of staples, nails and screws from our 
BeA and KMR brands are used worldwide. On construction 
sites in Ulaanbaatar, at furniture manufacturers in East 
Westphalia, an automotive supplier in Turin or in a  
packaging plant in Melbourne. No other manufacturer 
worldwide supplies more self-loading nailers and staplers 
for automated industrial production. In Europe, Australia, 
South America and the USA, we are the market leader in 
compressed air powered fastening solutions in the furniture 
production industry.

With 14 subsidiaries, three branches and five joint  
ventures, we are at the heart of the most important  
markets, especially in Europe. Additionally, we are repre-
sented by sales partners in more than 40 countries. About 
70% of the turnover is generated by the Behrens Group  
outside Germany.
We have competent experts locally who speak your  
language and the language of the country, know your  
market, know the materials and processing customs and  
together with our highly qualified staff at the headquarters 
in Ahrensburg, offer you the best solution or develop it  
especially for you.

4

THE POWER OF FASTENINGThe partner of craftsmen



120 million Euro turnover (2017)
30 % market share in Europe 
420 employees
14 subsidiaries
3 branches
5 joint ventures
Sales partners in over 40 countries
20.000 customers 
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1910 
Founding

1937 
First industrial 
staple

1957 
First  
pneumatic 
tool

1977
Initial public 
offering

2004
First gas 
driven tool

2006
Majority 
takeover by 
the Fischer- 
Zernin family

2009
Strategic  
repositioning

1914 
Founding

1925 
First stationary  
Holzher carpentry 
machine
r

The 1960s 
First pneumatic nailer

2010 
Introduction of the REICH 
brand for pneumatic tools 
and fasteners

2013
Takeover of  
Karl M. Reich 
Verbindungstechnik 
GmbH through 
Joh. Friedrich 
Behrens AG

2017
KMR brand 
relaunch

2016 
Integration
in Joh. Friedrich 
Behrens AG

2018   
Nail plate 
production  
and
Presentation  
of the  
ARCTEC
Software

The Behrens group
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One company – two brands  

Our aim to offer our customers added value with our tools 
and fasteners has made us successful. We are a system 
supplier who, like no other, develops and manufactures  
application and process oriented solutions. The BeA brand 
is the market leader in Europe in hand operated pneumatic 
and gas operated staplers and nailers in industrial timber 
construction, furniture production, the repair of pallets and 
in transport packaging made of wood. BeA Autotec is  
dedicated to automated fastening solutions for production 
plants and robot systems in the entire woodworking  

industry and now also in the automotive industry. BeA  
products impress with their outstanding quality – even after 
many years and several million work cycles.
The products of the KMR brand not only bear the founder‘s 
initials but also his DNA. This stands for the values  
cultivated by Karl Matthias Reich, which have distinguished 
the brand for decades: high quality products made by crafts-
men for craftsmen.
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“We cross the t‘s and dot the i‘s” 

Companies and brands are only ever as successful as the 
employees who support them. Not only physically, but also 
from the heart. The special passion, the pronounced  
individual responsibility and willingness to perform and last 
but not least the high level of exper tise of our employees 
have made the Behrens Group the market leader in many 
sectors.
“We cross the t’s and dot the i’s” – that is a common saying 
among our employees and an expression of individual  
responsibility and self motivation. Our employees ap-
preciate the short decision making paths and the flat hierar-
chies in the company.

Many of our employees have been working in the company 
for years, some for 30 or 40 years. We appreciate them for 
their dedication to the company.
Responsibility for each one’s own work, respectful inter-
action and trust between employees, executives, manage-
ment and customers are part of the Behrens Group cor-
porate culture. As a family, it is close to our hearts  
to preserve these values and work together with our em-
ployees to develop them further for a successful future.
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Our penny products hold values together

Fastening and connecting materials are often referred to as 
“penny products”. This does not demean anything about the 
importance of these products. How much value would a 
high quality leather sofa have, if the leather covering were 
not permanently taut? How much damage could building  
façade elements cause if they were not permanently  
fastened in place? We are aware of this special responsibility.

The quality and durability of a fastening or connection  
depend primarily on the device and the means of fastening 
being perfectly matched to each other. In professional use, 
staplers and nailers must also work under adverse condi-
tions and in continuous use.
We know what we are talking about, as we are one of the 
few suppliers who develop, manufacture and distribute both 
devices and fasteners ourselves.
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“Made in Germany” – the promise of quality

“Made in Germany”. For us, this is not just a label, rather a 
promise of quality. Thanks to a very flexible production  
process, the highly qualified and highly motivated em-
ployees at the head office in Ahrensburg enable on the one 
hand an unusually high level of vertical integration and on 
the other hand also a wide product range. In Ahrensburg, 
our employees produce large quantities of compressed air 
and gas powered handheld devices for the BeA and KMR 
brands, as well as devices for BeA Autotec, which are  
designed and manufactured according to the customers in-
dividual requirements.

Our high degree of vertical integration enables a unique 
standard of quality. Optimal measures flow into production 
very quickly and, last but not least, we are able to adapt our 
capacities for particularly popular products much faster  
than other suppliers and shorten delivery times.
We are involved in associations and contribute our exper-
tise in standards committees. Of course, our fasteners and 
devices comply with national and international standards, 
laws and directives. However, our strictest quality control-
lers are our customers.
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Always think one step ahead

Only those who change constantly will remain. We  
actively shape change, invest in innovative products and 
services, in state of the art production and logistics facilities 
and above all in qualified and highly motivated employees.
Better, faster and more cost effective: For trades and indust-
ry, it is important to improve processes con stantly in order 
to gain a competitive advantage. It is beneficial, if you have 
a partner at your side, who is also driven by this aim. We 
make your work easier, make it even safer and save you 
money.

Constantly putting to the test and optimising successful  
products is a matter of course for us. Innovations are not 
created off the cuff, but rather originate from our ideas, the 
demands of the market, new materials and application cus-
toms. In many cases, we are one step ahead of the market 
and with our devices and fasteners we create new applica-
tion options.
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Reliability starts with delivery

As a system supplier, it is our aim to deliver the products 
ordered within Central Europe within 48 hours – regardless 
of whether you only need a few boxes or have ordered  
several pallets. This is ensured by the high bay warehouse 
equipped with the latest tech nology.
At the headquarters in Ahrensburg in an area of 6,000 m2, 
equipment and fasteners are stored in 8,845 pallet spaces. 
The fully automatic removal and storage increases the 
handling speed and improves the delivery quality. Every 
day approximately 140 tonnes of goods are shipped from 
Ahrensburg in 500 packages 

by means of logistics partners. Motivated employees, inno-
vative technologies and reliable logistics partners guaran-
tee an optimum flow of goods and reliable delivery dates.  
If things are required urgently, we use courier services.
We also supply our subsidiaries, branches and sales part-
ners from our fully automated warehouse in Ahrensburg. 
Our experts take care of the shipping and customs formali-
ties so that the goods get to the right place at the right time 
– worldwide.
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BeA. THE POWER OF FASTENING

BeA – this brand has stood for competence in compressed 
air equipment for more than 60 years. As a result of this 
core competence, we have developed into the market  
leader over the decades. The devices with the charac teristic 
light blue housing represent the brand values of being fast, 
strong and reliable. In structural timber con struction, pre-
fabricated house building, industrial prefabricated house 
construction, furniture, upholstered furniture production as 
well as in the packaging industry.
However BeA is much more: A system supplier for the 
woodworking industry with staples, nails, screws, wood 
connectors, nail plates. 

BeA is the leading brand for  fastening and connection tech-
nology in wood and wood-like materials. A brand is more 
than outstanding products. We know and live this as a  
company. Our sales representatives together with our  
experts in Ahrensburg will advise you on the optimum and 
most efficient fastening solution, we will provide you with 
the fixing materials on site and in the quantity you need. If 
you need us, one of our 75 sales representatives or service-
engineers will visit you on site a soon as possible..
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BeA Autotec the Number 1 worldwide

The cost and efficiency pressure in the production of  
furniture and frames as well as in the production of window 
and door elements also requires a very high degree of auto-
mation in fastening technology. Numerous fastenings can 
be automated to a great degree: from short term fastening 
of the top and bottom layers for further processing to  
permanent joining of materials.
We are well established in Europe as the leading system 
supplier for fastening and connection techno logy. The self-
loading, staples, nails and special fasteners are used by the 
leading manufacturers of the automotive industry, pre-

fabricated house construction, furniture production etc. in 
fully automatic production.
BeA Autotec has stood for customer specific solutions with 
a high degree of automation in the manufacturing process 
for 40 years. Regardless of whether the fastening is carried 
out as a separate process, integrated in the manufacturing 
process or robotically controlled. The device and fasteners 
are defined jointly with the customer, developed and  
manufactured at the headquarters of Joh.  Friedrich  
Behrens AG in Ahrensburg.

BeA Autotec
Made in Germany
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Nail plates and ARCTEC software 

Nail plates are an economical,efficient and above all very 
secure connection in structural timber con struction –  
especially in roof trusses. The ARCTEC design software  
guarantees the maximum utilisation of the support values 
of the nail plates and the wood cross sections. This reduces 
your storage and cutting capacity.

The intuitive user guidance, the visual presentation as well as 
the display of relevant calculation parameters make the input 
easier. A library of commonly used structural designs saves 
time in the calculations. The very high efficiency also allows 
for very individual and complex truss construction – from  
single family homes to industrial units with a span of 35 m.

SOFTWARE BY



KMR: The partner of craftsmen

KMR: Like no other manufacturer, Karl Matthias Reich is  
dedicated to simplifying, changing and revolution ising wood 
processing and fastening with its ideas. It has been keeping 
a close eye on the trade, developing tools and machines that 
have never been seen before. The products of the KMR 
brand not only bear the founder‘s initials but also his DNA. 
This stands for the values cultivated by Karl Matthias Reich, 
which have distinguished the brand for decades: high  
quality products made by craftsmen for craftsmen.

“KMR – the partner of craftsmen”. For us, this is not just a 
slogan, rather a promise of the company and its employees. 
Therefore, the brand offers numerous value added services 
together with its trading partners.
It is the aim of KMR as an innovation leader together with 
craftsmen to shape actively the change in applications,  
regulatory requirements, occupational safety and materi-
als. The active participation of experts in standardisation 
committees and specialist asso ciations enables the transfer 
of the latest knowledge.
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Joh. Friedrich Behrens AG, Bogenstr. 43 – 45, 22926 Ahrensburg, Germany
Tel. +49(0)4102 78 -444, Fax + 49(0) 4102 78-270 
info@behrens-group.com, www.behrens-group.com 1
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